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Life is a special gift of God. To be born on this earth is a blessing, and to be

associated with such an august institution, a very special extension of that blessing. I
realise this now in hindsight, for now as a part of this Kalabhavan family, I

understand the purpose of my birth.

A chance encounter with the great visionary Fr. Abel, the architect of Kalabhavan, at

Trivandrum International Airport in 1994, caused a ripple in my existence and the
subsequent interaction with the priest changed the course of my life forever. Indeed
this meeting was a coincidence and now I realized this was one of the master

strokes of my Creator, to lead me onto the path of fulfilment.

Today when I look back at all these years spent at Kalabhavan, I am grateful to God
for granting me this opportunity to serve Him through Kalabhavan, and to know and
experience the greatness of Fr. Abel, who has become my father figure, my mentor,
as well as my alterego. I fervently ask God to bless Abelachan with a long and

healthy, active and happy life.

Kalabhavan was envisaged and fashioned by Fr. Abel and is the fruit of his
perseverance and dedication. His selfless labour is reflected in its growth and
attainment. In the year 1969, under the patronage of His Eminence the Late Cardinal
Joseph Parecattil, an ambitious project was set in concrete to quench the thirst of
music and art lovers. Baptised as The Christian Arts Club, this fine arts centre got
renamed as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel then had already reached the landmark age of half a
century. Many musical enthusiasts, eminent personalities and our very own
Padmashree K.J. Yesudas, contributed their mite to mould and shape the infant, that
has now grown into strapping manhood, the Kalabhavan of today. Thirty years of
sweat and toil, sorrows and setbacks, joys and successes, it stands a memorial, a
salute to the indomitable spirit of a humble CMI priest who strummed the strings of

many a heart with sweet music. A man who dared to dream.

The panorama of thirty years of Kalabhavan vis-a-vis eighty years of Fr. Abel's
dreams, unfolds before us, on a canvas of dance, music and drama, that sublimates
and transcends all human barriers and emotions as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel's youthful
enthusiasm, a brightly burning candle that lights the path leading each tiny talent
into a burst of capabilities, a twinkling star on the dome of the heavens.The pages of
this souvenir are dedicated to all those men and women who have enriched
Kalabhavan with their selfless devotion and made Fr. Abel's dream, his vision a
reality. I sincerely hope and pray for the blessings of the Almighty and the continued

co-operation from each and every one of you, in all our future endeavours._ M

G

Georgekutty Kariyanappally
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KALABHAVAN: ALWAYS IN THE LIMELIGHT

| Kalabhavan had a humble
| beginning in a small room at
| Broadway, with two fiddles,
B a harmonium and three kids
| aspiring to be singers. That
| was in 1968 when Fr. Abel,
Kalabhavan's founder father
pusied himself in decoding
the sacred books from
Syriac. He found it difficult to set music for his
fyrics without professional help and as a result of
it, the Christian Arts Club came into being.

Fr. Abel's songs and translations soon
zoomed to fame and the small room at Broadway
began to transform itself into a musical world.
Musical instruments crowded the room, young
art lovers flocked around, hundreds of well-
wishers waited to lend a hand. Soon came the
day, September 3, 1969 and Kalabhavan treaded
into the world of art, shaping itself into an
organisation. Those were the years of initial
struggle, and Kalabhavan held out against it all.

Soon, it was time to own a new building.
The foundation stone for the new building was
laid by Parecattil Thirumeni in a 10 cent plot near
Ernakulam Town Hall on [5th August, 1974.
Within a short span of time, a four storeyed
building took shape. In fact, Bishop Parecattil had
provided the much needed confidence and
courage to Fr. Abel's efforts.

Kalabhavan is a repository of arts and skills.
Anyone with an ear for music could be nurtured
nere. Training is being imparted in all branches of
music. Apart from it, music, painting, dance and
acting classes are also being conducted.
Kalabhavan was instrumental in eliciting fame for
the fine arts. Pop-music and mimicry are two

A.M. Thomas, Former Union Minister

other art forms where Kalabhavan excels. The fact
that the Malayalam film world is crammed with
heroes who had once been in league with this
outfit, is ample evidence of Kalabhavan's merits.

In 1972, Kalabhavan set about the task of
entertaining drama lovers too. "Vincent De Paul"
was its first dramatic attempt, which boasted of
high moral standards. 'Anthichuvappu', directed
by PJ. Antony, was staged next.

Though music has always been its first
prerogative, in | 973 Kalabhavan started a theatre
school, on the lookout for fresh acting talents. A
‘Nadakakalari' was also conducted which lasted
for a year. :

Kalabhavan's musicals are also something to
talk about. The first musicale hit Kochi in 1971,
Yesudas was in the lead, B. Vasantha, Janaki and
Jayachandran accompanied-that indeed was a
musical feast. More than 50 artists, over 60
instruments. Never before had Kochi witnessed
something like that.

A flair for art, a desire to serve art lovers
and the will to succeed-Fr. Abel is all this rolled
into one. This founder father of Kalabhavan is a
person of many talents, armed with a doctorate
in Journalism and Politics (Rome International
University). He was a lecturer at Devagiri College,
Kozhikode. Formerly he had founded 'Kuttikalude
Deepika'.

Thirty years have passed since then. Today
Kalabhavan is at a covetable stage, commanding
glory and fame and always in the limelight-thanks
to Fr. Abel's leadership. Fr. Abel adored art,
inspired artists and served art lovers. Kalabhavan
has always been true to his spirits._________ @

www. TheCMSIndia.in

17

CHRISTIAN

MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA


http://www.marggam.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

mal‘é%afﬂ WWW.marggam.org

DIGITAL PUBLISHING

om allnineleswilel.
QPOMCIVIE DI,

www. TheCMSIndia.in

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



http://www.marggam.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

margifgam

DIGITAL PUBLISHING

Mo 206)MIW

Www.margodam.org

0. 0. @RFeMI2dME

0.0, @HAFaMINOYR0IOS MIEYIMAMITI & L1DEAUM BIcMeElod) Banlg) Ll V1L 1 & @1 2@

o 1mo R1A® AValEJWISsSI@ allm@omil
®MIW BO) HLRIODMVEMaSIIDR)AN) (U0, OD>.HD.
arRemlnoqyd. aellw 80) Wil TVEIVODICYHS
CHOBODIO Mo 1® VOV EHIRAMIMI ALIOWIMo
921enEm©@ ERARETMIR0es &R1almo MVon1®
olm)eassnEl avadaflendalg BMNOVIEIIM). al@)
OMG) AIBHBHORI0 HLIOBAINM BJMIIH; AWWOB;S00
o) @RMem] moqRd 1987 @98a] 16-00 ®IW®I
©oem BlaloN®MIWVD).

aRy@em] 20qRd MowI®aVoailwamo m1do)
a012]15188 NOMEEBRR0IWOT 2RIWIEIK:UY allognad
VB199)0. HRMBAVDA NIMUIEIDV B8 BHCIW)
5@)o VO™ Mo I®EEMBW)o 2N0d)H 03
0laf)aiflSlafla) @REGa0OO EOTNNIMEBBIOS AVoU 1™
aUoolWwIMeHWENVIG a)@IOWOR) MUEEM] HAIS]
OMY0 DN SHWIVIOIAN). BOTVOIDS DM
HMIT) aloSIV (aJRM®@YOS MO MINBMOoe).
TVoWI® GRIDGEMIN 0f)HHORIAN0 BOBMIHHIANAM
ARWECOmOBo VOIMEBUWIBH) Mo 1®o MEIH;]
WMIBERINIMO 21Qom DOGRABHN) &YIET). DG
@Re] 0f)@B.all. HOCHHIBW)HB)o DUIO|SIAM).

REOINIMEDI6N @RERIOT

&386R95H MoV I®OTICI@)0 aOIM@IMO0M]
Mo 1DOBIEBW)o 66ULlB:0d (HIVGIW o]
Mo DONO @REoailay mmfgmag‘;«ﬁ oS
90D 6.0, ERMEM] AOqUABHH) HU1). BO)
2} 03HODITVIM) 219008 &FlWAMN@ICLIHNO
@REGa0o HalT@OQIM AIAE)® allalaclenanlel.
af)&sleno Hoelo @pMaIGlafloypameslad Mmoo
Blda] AVYHSIHUB @RERAOOHI@S AFIAN)ENEISABO
NE)MOAUM GIBOD) aloWo. EHESOMIOLI
OOBHM AN AVoMINWI2flSEOmO80 @ROEIWM

(B0 @RAIOOS RIAUGAVIDIR@HANWIEM. @M}
Alm R10®0)@0W] M@ECWHO MIMLOR|S Caclel
DLJDOM. @RI WM SOOI LI0HEMBST MVonI®
@0 BFla)) H)SIMOAUIOTM MUOIMAITMSBO).
m1e00 @elndd MR @Bl (SIMMIW
WIMEBBUY MVIGIWOM] BIHWITODEH AN WOVIIAM).
2LIWOSOMILNNOW NIMEBBUS GaldLlo MVGIWIMI
R@HEle10em ERelalloesa|slo)M®)o. a0
MGIWIM] VIMEIBEOS (AIAVSHG MatiSOaSIS]
6LJaM}0 ME@IEHEMo. a0la3l MW@ NVOMEBBOS
I@IRN@ BRI HR.2ISICWHHT Oaflaj VIM
63U H9) (alaloo LIElHa @R MIMMHAIR Mo ]
®HONLIDH) CAMEIWSS H00Mdlaf) ESAINIOD:0
ME10)IM). DOVAITVEEDHIE HLIIEAUG-AVoN1®
Mol WOV SMIW] @RHAFEM] BOTVOIOS @oM(AIGAIN0

19

www. TheCMSIndia.in

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA


http://www.marggam.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

mar@%am

DIGITAL PUBLISHING

-
s
v

WWw.margeoam.org

HRVBAID 2000

'fommm'lmg ™5
012001 13},
s 0I0IMEZOD AN

www. TheCMSIndia.in

Bl IMEBW ag@amaYleno GlaiyMonI1®

wcmmm&gmafmgomﬂmgmg @DEZa0o.
al5)&BnnMmuleRas

an@am] 20qyd aVon1®o MEIRID aREe)
MBI 0105)d)BNIOM, MIOYMOUB 0OV ag)anlal
ORI VIMEBRR)o NB)2JAUBHNEBS 105)d)BENIDM
W19EI VIMEMB)o CAVAINOHIECR®IW oY@ QI
OMIDRHUB &OF1CHAN).

“9OB0IMN)DIOM H0@BNIBBH)aAD]GS
nILN@aMaf) AVIo IR a)”

af)aD VWOMo G UBINODMNIAB AlESBOW]
®le9)o. “COMIMIMIRIGd MILnd”, “avyaileuau
oISl jomomd’, “allvimilen)an) ememsud”, “olayples
@} M2ON®2OWY”, “aMIEd MIam¢les”,
“MIEmanomIM BeI0)e:03 ems]”, “enoso @&LIBaM)

”

DoMWBOH9NE", “aimBmo iellaflocn” @)

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



http://www.marggam.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

T T T

marg(i%am

DIGITAL PUBLISHING

Www.margodam.org

SHRI0CQITD 2000

a0Y. GROMVAD AMEN@D @aila) DVIMEBUBEHIET

@R3EIBOTVA Mo1®0o aldH@MM®. “@RMYNAN
al)299a10910)’, “cU)0lMB EOHER )0 MIBED’
®)SEBIR VIMEIBUS MEad9)o AMAVIE MAILOM)
2@ aldAaM) MEYAMENE.

@R N1&IB2eMInHS6IOMm

Od.0D. YN0 IRAH9) CHOB TVEWVIGI
®mIaM) GOINB(@ @RoW1M000 eiglajiglogimo)

®132JWOSM). 210010 @}050CHNINV aBeilomvajead [

MIDEMI@ TN @288 210010 GRADAAWIN

198203 @RMaMI20qRE @MEOMO®. @) Mot I®(al Aty

®EHW EMSIHVOTIW (alWIMHa|3 BEOHWIO)
@POJOAAL D a)OIVANIEBINEMAT GRAVITLOD
CVIHS MO(DEN BRMAVABHHOMIN).

glniloovlend «@sieslerijes

1924 ag(afl@d 27-00 ®1Q®] MONEBBOLIGMNS
Wa9S)om allBMIS 0Mod)So () 0I0T)
630 AOIVEWIEFD)o o Y@MV 2Maf). Vo]
DODINR @RYBELI006IBUE MGHWG) GERYeHIOT
600B0MOVIRIIM). AlHTNOMUGINHE QIDAVM3
210l®a08@o cmS] AVleRRaTIGRINnN] Ealdowl.
af).BRAB. HLaHEMM ROVAIMA @)SEB] aB@OM)0
LaIVIRL@OOOS B191E3 MVoNIMOBYIMVo @S
avleramlcd @palavee fIEla)).

@3S MISHAVoCLIEBBINS B}OS a00BEBIETD]
qROW)0 NOVWHMIWIo Br)EOBHILI0 AVIGLIMITS
a)g] QUML) OGNS ‘Do) BEB-RE @i’
Mon1® @ROHIBHWIGE @RRLLAIGMIV] MIWElHS
9a]5). 1945 2)®@ DOJeI®)0IBaH0 (VD1LIERD (alGHH
als MeIROBIGBMIA alLIGAI &Gaj0ldH0d MS
oMM @AITVES LIEla)). avleridsmlailosslw

aB®IM)o 2IRI2Il@EBBUIEN) alURIIODEI VoM T®AY
OO0} E).

1965@ cH0s8OmIcRIVE) BSEBElIOWS;LN0
26LIaHI1HLl & 0B32j0T @REIYONICWaHM alleg
QIBaHo @RHFED] DOGYHO G@REEIBIG) OHI6NE)CaloW].
oseloflotml@d 863600 MVoN1® aldlaldSlo:uda)
GOm0 MEIHOM DERINHIVITE GRAITVO LIGla)),
$)0S MoNI®IALIValHMIW)o BAVAIMAM)aHOla ).

1969-@3 @O 62 lON@B (SlaV®Lad
@RBSM HMloL! MoNI®IRLIAIHMIV®). WD)
BOMIVIYIM} BRAIDS BIFVOIOS (AIWIM VA (Al
QIBOD M. N allanls &e10eaIMId] aigdam).
20qYA HLNRAIHG aLAVIE WDOBHS0). BAlHNN
®AUOHR BREGa0o @Y ALOIMOI) @SB

@R 0ImBy V)E}AINDM MENMIACEMIES)
M@ HL10MVEMaslH:B)0S GRHAFIET @RBED
60 2211603 ®

www. TheCMSIndia.in

21

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

— [


http://www.marggam.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

margﬁ%am

DIGITAL PUBLISHING

Www.margodam.org

aljO MISS&INMeEM 6ewAlwj0]
SeneNd mlewod mien)u

1972-m2Sd: nlOMo, @REIM®o, MISH: D2IM,
aUoANlWIMo )M LISHLDIHN H:RI0B0I08 ‘@A
ol @yooEla) 01@aHo.

2O0® MVUOMI@HOOTMING AIlUD)ALINMOAIW
QO2IWEMHAD @RYWOIRIBH] “MISH(®E®” HaY)®]
allwiaNeu o®MmOVTEMIBAN  MOSdH2I00 M0
alemWI®mM)20010)an W PEIEMO® avl. agad.
LDIBHEM O MOWHOOMOMD & LIDRAM ®IEWQA
oNElnad awwod0)o (nlldmila|en@owl mlwala).
aflG3@9RI0, B200EWOWOML] @)emlealFavlglw)es
19108, Mealod ®IWIBIG (n10IBOD]2))6 B 06ME]
BN AVINUB B0l (WODVYSS BRIy UBlRInlow
talaVIAD MOISH:d OMIo @OW §0aldMIBO@I0)aM
QRROIOMOW &(aloan: 2. B I8S; MM afOaMO
)80 af)o.nf)@.ng). Hlaldad: af)o.Od:. MVIMY: OaIonD:
@R afa]eM196; ©(aldnD: ©OAIM)ER0; &ALl
MOPOWaMaleIBD®; af)o.ail. GBAIMD: §H0S16WQo
c2all; HMS)MS] GAIEMY ) IMIIEIWIB)AD) &HRIDBAIMD
®lcwod MWemslorl 2)015nI0lwleID0)0 @RWIA
S 0)0.

80) AUBHIOWVIOYIM) ®IEWQAB EHI$MVIHa]
SOLDAIW]. MISHAUVM, 9220w, EREIMWICIMEEM
2008 aldlleimo, oseiglow), HaVe9al, cqUE
(0009, 0al®, AVoallwomo MSEBIY aflaueaBElod
2100 $alA®] ®YV0o@ avmAaRAle WONI®IW
ON@OW SO} MISH: AVOAV SHIOAI0 BRAIMOEM
oowelw)o c¢Hes8MId ayBinIR] neIwos
MOS@:60IGH9) MoBOAUM ©ITO®I H&:0aflolnel
 BHENBAIMBH 0l TVIAVB001H CHOS B MOHIL!
D COAIHSO.

- UAQHLIWILIWS @RoNTHI0EIMIHS

&HLIDRAUINM GMIdMICH6, BIBIMm®A

0J000IRLMIWY0 al@BlDIRIMANe MEIH] BoowIdi®
auNoalMo MUOIEAOW)ENBOBNOIM &(aldan: €. VDELO
oIS e9) (alG2108Mo MEIHIV®) §D0aflR]@d
HRIDRAIM 0)alo MEIHIQ “@1cQd aVd9ud”
@R10)aM).

“eImor1adz]” of)am ANdIIMNRLA® EINOW
M0 MOSHUWILININIGH ©oWONNaH ;000 MIBQJao]
@50 aVUl. af)M. (U1H:EMOM MOWARHN) HPleMT)
HRIDRAIAD @1@@9(8 (T\S(eo;@m@ (aJ0D QIBAHOOD Y
OO} MIB)HGlenwleyam).

1975-@3 HEIVBAIMD O(aldaDaHEM@3 MOS0
COMW B9} &SAN). MISH0aIIQIMOW BOD
oll. 9. @RI R2IM®)o MVoANWIMORe MIBYaola)
“@Rmaaa]” A MISHBOWIOYAN) HLICAUN
@RBY OLIaDAUIM@ MISH0.  HLIDRAIM @Iewad
W 998led Mlanjo QR H200] aleluolelimo
a@Em®ods @AYo, AVIMIN0-MISH0006EB ST
(el ®Eo®AI0)e ‘@eideaid ®lewgolcs”
(IO afloyam).

@O@)LIYM)0 @) 2100 MBI D) ail.O.
@RMWeMIWIHS @RH:eIMI0596mo (aJ000aHEM @
MSH BRIV &L106AIOM Lol @ 3 D> U3 H9)
26a3¢eIeia|la)).

DEIWIS AVOOI® §AVICA &0 E1d:0NAD) ,
MoSd WoRIAISl EPAIGEMAMIENe @Ol &0
oUileno KoaS®IRRW], @262 lma0W &oPalafd
slenss 0oneatlo® WMIBIHN)AIIM, HeIWOS
@ 2100IMOW ARGENILIA|MD MWIEHYAN & eI0EAUM
OO0 AW 21(HAOBEBBB)OS 35003651303@6)0@31
2)EANIS) MIEBBOBAND TVoWWAILOOID B>0QDIETIY

www. TheCMSIndia.in

22

CHRISTIAN

MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA


http://www.marggam.org/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

i

marfaam

DIGITAL PUBLISHING

Www.margodam.org

THE MESSAGE OF
KALABHAVAN
AS I KNOW IT

The Kalabhavan is born- Justice V.R. Krishna lyer inaugurating
the Kalabhavan thirty years ago by lighting a traditional oil
lamp.

Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer

Kalabhavan is a glorious institution which has
contributed a great deal in many aesthetic
dimensions since the late 60's and continues to be,
to date, my link with Fr. Abel. He has worked
wonders out of the talents and young people in
and around Cochin. The massive building, which
houses Kalabhavan is to me a place of artistic
pilgrimage, a hallowed place where song, dance
and drama and other forms of art flourish under
the creative direction of Fr. Abel. He tirelessly
works for the cause of "Satyam Sivam Sundaram”.
Indeed, in my view, truth is beauty and beauty is
truth and both these profound virtues are geared
to the goodness and elevation of humanity. A true
Christian that Fr. Abel is, he chooses the channel
of art to transform society. His methods are
authentic and not money oriented. His troupes
travel all over the world and the message of India,
particularly of Kerala, is carried to other shores and
lands. This is aesthetic patriotism, unalloyed
commitment to the cause of human uplift.

From the days | came to know Kalabhavan,
it has grown by leaps and bounds and is an
outstanding example for young talent to blossom.
There is music both vocal and instrumental. There
are plays, which are ennobling. There are other
forms of innovation, which makes Kalabhavan the
beloved of the people. Generations of young
artists claim to be the products of Kalabhavan.
What strikes me as most significant is the blend of
beauty in life and art with the expression of the
soul in values which make for culture. | am sure
Kalabhavan will continue in the ascendant to bring
in larger numbers of young faculties and give them
the opportunity to unfold their inner being. This
process of self realisation and global humanisation
is the highest objective of any institution where
paradise is divinity and humanity blended in happy
measure. ®
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TRANSFORMING KERALA'S
MORIBUND ART SCENE

Leela Menon

Not only did Fr. Abel singly orchestrate the cultural renaissance of the commercial
city of Ernakulam, but also is he solely responsible for immortalising Kalabhavan into a
cultural icon, contributing a bevy of cine-artists and mimics to filmdom and theatre.
Fr. Abel is Kalabhavan. He also effortlessly demolished the caste-identification of art
forms like Mohiniaattam, Kathakali and Bharathanatyam, earlier associated with Hinduism,
encouraging artists from other communities to master the art forms. He could be
viewed as a great communal and cultural leveller of Kerala.

Fr. Abel thus transcended not only his clerical moorings, for he is a monk of the
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI), but he also displayed a unique sensitivity to the
role of music and dance in melding cultures. For him only talent counted, not the
person behind it. Once he detected talent, he lent his unstinted support and
encouragement to make it flower and flourish.

Himself a poet in Malayalam, Fr. Abel appears to have had a natural affinity to the
art form of music and dance. His panacea for organising children and youth and his
credo, "Catch them young" helped him dream the Kalabhavan concept. It had its origins
in the Christian Arts Club, formed to tune devotional songs for church choirs, but had
attracted illustrious music maestros like M.K. Arjunan, Dakshinamoorthy and Emil Isaacs
also. The culmination of the course was Yesudas, who lent his own cosmopolitan
image to impart a communal lustre to the Arts Club which was rechristened Kalabhavan.

While the charisma of Yesudas automatically rubbed off on Kalabhavan, Fr. Abel
contributed to the evolution of Kalabhavan into a house of ART. The Kalabhavan troupe
was a heady new concept in the sixties, attracting every aspiring artist in Ernakulam and
its neighbourhood to the organisation despite its Christian trappings. Children with
taste in music and dance gravitated to the gates of Kalabhavan as in a reflex.

Fr. Abel also moulded a team of mimics who proudly quote the Kalabhavan
label even now, despite the fame and recognition they have acquired. Jayaram continues
to be Kalabhavan's flagship, displaying the mimicry he perfected at Kalabhavan. Or
Kalabhavan Mani and various other Kalabhavan artists.

That Kalabhavan has blossomed into a campus is not surprising. For Fr. Abel
always had the vision and the stamina to translate it into reality. One is happy that
Fr. Abel manifested in Kochi to transform the moribund art scene of the city. He injected
vibrancy to it, expanded its dimensions and invested artistic legitimacy to mimicry. Kochi
should indeed be grateful for it to fr. Abel. Y )
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“At the immortal touch of thy hands

My little heart loses its limits in joy

And gives birth to utterance ineffable”
(Pooael)
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AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION
OF THE NEXT CENTURY

Pride, Prestige, Publicity,

| Penny and Pleasure are the

| five P's that motivate any
human being in his physical,
intellectual, emotional and
| economic activities. Examples
%] in human history were in
testimony. The theory was not
mooted. None-the-less, after
a comparalive analysis of the Management Institutes
in India and in the advanced countries, there
appeared to be a consensus. Adults with adequate 1Q
level and analytical minds mainly look for two P's -
Placement and Position. The perspective emphasized
that the products of popular, expensive and highly
sophisticated institutes are motivated by the powerful
pulls of the two P's, if not more.

The progeny of such 'Executives', mutatis
mutandis, have to be exposed to similar surroundings
in education right from the early childhood. There
may be a segment of people who believe that the
ambition of the parents is high sounding. That is
debatable. The prominent argument in favour is
probably that the ensuing millennium needs people
who can lead thoughts-ideas that lead the nations,
corporations, associations, societies and families inan
IT controlled century. The question arises ‘whether
the developing countries are equipped and prepared
to meet the challenges.'

A quick glance at the Indian panorama provides
vivid pictures. Thousands of affluent and highly placed
Indians are settled in advanced countries and their
children are naturalized citizens of United Kingdom,
United States, Australia, Canada, Germany, Norway
and so on. The nature and quality of instruction
imparted to young children and teenagers do differ in
all such countries. The medium of instruction
invariably differs. Teaching aids utilized vary between
blackboards to computer discs and magic lanterns to
websites. Educationalists in India have found that the

Michael Payyappilly

main concern of Indian parents who spent their
childhood and youth in the motherland is that they
do not want their children to grow into adulthood in
the foreign culture and atmosphere. The expenses
for education abroad is not prohibitive for parents.
While Indian parents spend more than Rs. 10,000/-
per year per child in a residential school, American
parents spend nearly $5,000 per year for a day
scholar because residential school facility is not a felt
need. The expenses for a licensed and trained baby
sitter at home Is an additional expense. Extra
curricular training in histrionics or such arts may cost a
small amount.

In India different centres must be able to plan and
organize educational institutions for our non resident
Indians. Parents are eagerly looking for such
establishments where their children are fully secure,
accommodation is reasonably decent, food is
nutritious and hygienic, teachers and staff are
competent and qualified, atmosphere is not polluted,
landscape is alluring, exposure to Indian culture is
ensured and the instruction imparted is comparable
to international standards. Levy of fees or service
charges will never be a handicap for an ideally run
institution. The planners are bound to look for a
location which is not infested by any element which
the children are not familiar with.

Kalabhavan Residential Talent School in Kochi, is a
right move towards the venture. The very fact that
the owner of the school is Kalabhavan Studios Ltd., is
a testimony to the visualization of the organizers. A
thickiy populated state in the country can never plan a
recording studio unless the main criteria are met.
Studio, Art Centre and TV Channel have been thrust
to the second and the third phases of the projects.
The school occupies a primary. position in the hilly
area with all scenic beauty around. Any visitor to the:
school will carry sweet memories, high dreams and
wish the organizers all success. o L J
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Hirst Board of Directors
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Fr. Abel CMI K. J. Yesudas e e

(Chairman)

Joseph Karikkasserry Commander K.K. Narayan Hubert Peyoli
(Managing Director)
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KALABHAVAN

SCHOOL :
A DREAM VENTURE

P.T. Joseph
President , Rotary Club of
Cochin Harbour

leave. It is but one of the small truths that all of us can relate to. We love

cheery, optimistic people because they light up our lives with their positive
enthusiasm and passion and we love being around them because their attitude
is contagious and we want to catch it. In Fr. Abel, | have found a person with a
very positive attitude who has lit up his surroundings as he entered it. The fame
and glory of Kalabhavan has spread all round the world and it lingers on in the
minds of all those who have experienced it once.

‘ verybody lights up a room. Some when they enter ... some when they

Kalabhavan has grown to be an extremely successful institution due to Fr. Abel's
high level of commitment to lifelong learning. Over the years, Kalabhavan has
contributed to the growth of many a talented personality who has been a great
success in the field of music, cinema and other cultural fields.

We have entered the 2 st century based on the Christian Calendar. But India
has its rich cultural heritage of the past 50 centuries (5000 years).

We had great scholars and universities like Takshasila and Nalanda which attracted
student scholars from every part of the world. But during the British Rule of
200 years, the country's human resources were completely neglected. But after
independence we started the great work of rebuilding our country and have
celebrated 52 years of independence. Kalabhavan Talent Residential School has
been formed with the idea of cultivating and promoting the cultural talents while
imparting regular education to the children. Let this grow to a glorious institution
over the years fulfilling the dreams and wishes of its founder.

| commend the extraordinary efforts that have gone into setting up this institution
and my sincere best wishes and prayers follow for its great success.

| am extremely happy to have been closely associated with Fr. Abel CMI and
his cultural organisation "Kalabhavan" for the past few years. | take this occasion
to congratulate Rev. fr. Abel and his team on having ventured into their new
activity-Kalabhavan Talent Residential School successfully, : ®
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Teeufa aftare,
foiw el arfuet ezt sy,
OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY ¢ feweft- 110004,

President's Secretariat,

Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi - 110004.

No. F. 2-M /99
27th December, 1999

Dear Rev. Dr. Abe],

The President of India, Shri. K.R. Narayanan, is happy to
know that the Kalabhavan is celebrating its 30th anniversary on
19th January, 2000.

The President extends his warm greetings and felicitations
to all those associated with Kalabhavan and wishes the
Celebrations all success.

With regards,
Yours sincerely

W(S.ﬁ Sahu)
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; Some of the special attractions of the Kalabhavan fe_t t"Régider{ﬁal S —‘o‘a S
listed:- : e SR

“

1. Each and every student from the L.K.G. onwards will be able to make use of the
twenty four hour computer accessibility allowed, for the easy and instantinteraction
of the child with the parents and other dear ones, right round the globe. They can
avail of e-mail, voice mail, video conferencing and other technologically feasible
add-ons from time to time.

i 2. Parents of the children will be welcome and be provided with, on the premises,
accommodation for a maximum period of a week in an academic year at a very
! nominal cost, to allow them first hand observation of their ward’s progress in

their school. The parents will also be invited to share the cafeteria facilities.

3. The Kalabhavan Talent Residential School will promote promising and talented
students through documentary movie projects, asa part of the creative programmes
of the school, with parental approval and co-operation, to provide the necessary
exposure for their artistic skills.

4. Each and every student will be provided with a small garden plot to k}elp them
study and understand nature and its bio-diversity. This will inculcate in them a
respect for nature through gardening, nature care, waste management and other
horticultural activities.

5. A technology-based project to sharpen their powers of reasoning and mathematical
Precision will also be an annual feature.

6. Inter-school as well as intra-school annual competitionsinall the disciplines offered
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in the curriculum, will be conducted with the active
participation of other local and national schools,
Also on theanvil is a nationally and internationally
interactive workshop under the able guidance of
top luminaries, to help focus the students on
current issues and topics of importance.

Discipline at the school is based on a healthy interaction
between the pupil and the teacher and excellence in
performance is accomplished through co-operation,
rather than competition. Kalabhavan’s emphasis is on
the total development of the individual and with this
in view, the strength of each class is kept at a healthy
low level. Two staff members are in attendance in each
class. "

The students are encouraged to make positive
contributions to the school and its environs. They are
guided with understanding and care, and are
cushioned in the comforts of familiar facilities and
ambience, that give them a feel of a home away
from home. A state of the art kitchen and dining
2 i hall are operated under the supervision of five-
" star chefs, who dish out mouth- watering
combinations of Indian and continental cuisine to
tempt the most reluctant palates.

Built-in sports facilities of both the indoor a.pd
outdoor variety draw the children to physical
activities that will help them develop self-
esteem, team Spirit, mutual respect and a
deeper understanding of human nature.

Anin-housestudent counsellor will make
periodic evaluations of the 1Q of
students to help the dedicated faculty
in providing able guidance as and

when required. ————— —
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Kalabhavan building
Kalabhavan Road
Cochin 682 018

Kerala, India.

Tel: 0091-484-355599, 355590,
Fax: 0091-484-349697

E-mail: info@kalabhavan.com
Websites: www.kalabhavan.com

www.kalabhavanschool.org

ulam South, Cochin 682
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HavE A CASINO HOLIDAY

It’s like taking seven vacations.
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|

For details on Casino package tours to all seven
destinations,contact central reservation:

Casno Grour Or HOTELS
Casino Hotel, Willingdon Island, Cochin 682 003, Kerala
Tel:91-484-668221/668421, Fax: 91-484-668001;
Tlx: 0885-6314 SAFE IN E-mail: asinO@gimndOI.ysnl;nc:'.in

@ Coconut Lagoon, Kumarakom.
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marocam

Digital Library of Christianity in India

www.marggaim.Coin

A digital archive of Christian Art, Books,
Manuscripts & Manuals, Imagery Literature and Music.

Support Our Ongoing Projects

e Marggam Digital Library of Christianity in India.
e Aramaic Project - Reclaim Syriac to Reaffirm Identity.
e Encyclopedia of Syriac Chants.
e Resources for Researchers.
e Directory of Christaian Songs.
e Christian Arts / Music Iconography.
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www. TheCMSIndia.org
An international forum for interdisiplinary discussion, and dissemination of

knowledge,on Art, Literature and Music of about
thirty million Christians in India

Christian Musicological Society of India, Josef Ross, 1st Floor, Peter’s Enclave, Opp. Kairali Apts., Panampilly Nagar, Kochi
Kerala, India-682036. Phone: +91 9496244981, +91 9446514981, Email - info@thecmsindia.org
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