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EDITORIAL

Nal:uonal Coundil: of Churches

During the 19th assembly of the National Christian
Council of India held at St. Stephen's College, Delhi, on
Oct 4-8,1979 an important constitutionai amendment was
passéd to change its name to National Council of Churches
inindia. Therefore, although it will continue to be called
N. C..C. as before, the emphasjs'is on the Churches and not
the mission boards or societies. It is hoped that as the Natjonal
Council of Churches In Indiaithe 'N. C.'\Cxil' willvfocus its
attention for a common witness on various matters. . e

‘TheN. C. C.l. admitted to its membership the Ma[ankara
dacobute Syrian Church“whxch is the faction of thé ‘Ofthodox
under the Patriarch in Damascus. - N. C. C:1: "hopes that grad-
ually the other group of the:Orthodox ' which is‘under the local
Catholicos and which is a member in Christian Conference of
Asia as wall as World Council of Churches will take membershlp
n'N. C. C.irIndia.” 3% NQE T 15iing
__About 200 leaders of 23 denominations with a membershlp
of about 8 million mambers met at Delhi. It |s hoped that this
fellowship and unity visible at Delhi assembly will strengthen
the gacretariat of N. C. C. at Nagpur ‘Yo' carry-out its msandate
with greater confidence and support.

At the floor;of the assembly the Church leaders expressed
their confidencein CA:S A (Church s Auxiliary for Social Action
which was created asan .autouomus body_by_,’;h_e a_sgembly of
N. C. C. at Nagpur four years ago. Theo noted,the, ;emphasis
on. development in addition. to the work of rellef always
admlrably carried’on t\»y CASA. ML B

s 5Another lmpor'gant pohcy decigion;:was to include the

smqll @hurehes 00 in the executiye of N. C..C. I. Just like the '

Church of. South indla with 18’lakh members got one represent-
ative, the Mennonute Church in Indla with only 2000 members
also got a member m,J;he executive, “So small Churches have a
4gay" in the decision making “process of the"'Church.’ May we
wish all the best to the N. C. C. : Editor.
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TEACH YOURSELF ARAMAIC

3. If they follow a virtual semi vowel

a book Kthava J-%_A'a
Be silent  Shthok s.l.:u?_a.::
Shut up Skhor : :o;‘u?
Foundation Shathistha J-MJ_A.':
Hail Barda Z'in:.l

'~ Gold ~ " Dakva 180
Milk Khalva  ~ 2-::3.»..

' Footstep \ Ekva 1.,:4;5.,
Raven, Crow - Nava 1383
Exception i
Deer .(F)Ailtha 188,40

4. If they stand as the second radical preceded by
Alap or Yod accidentally vocalised.

 Ate Ekhal Aa
5. The initial BGDKPT of the word becomes soft

when prefixes (except Z and % long to verbs) are
added* :
& with supplication Bkhushapa 133053
Note .

a) Prepositions BDOL prefixed to a word beginning
with'a non_vocalised BGD does only soften it with
lout affecting its seva and the consequent soft
etter.

To a book Lakhthava : 3""‘&?3.'

O\" of a virgin Davthulta 18donad
b) The prefixes AMNT adfed to verbal " forms
soften the first radical and takitjg off its sva rend-

ers the following letter hard. 1

He will write Nekhtov . . .. Johas

www. TheCMSIndia.org

WWW .marggam.com
MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India



Voice of the East

3

C) A non . vocaliséd D .
or T at the beginning of a
word followled by another D or T is not rendered

soft by the prefixes B DOL.
And she will trample over Watdhus
That she may repent Dathuv £
: | S,
To the udders Latdhayya

\10?“6

S0k
TR

6. In a few words hard B G D in the singular beco-

mes soft in the construct and absolute, singular.

Desert Harbtha
Deserts Harlatha Vv~
Female Nikbtha
Females Nz'kva@
Grape Inbtha £
Grapes - Inve
Generation Sharbtha
Generations Sharvatha \
Ray ' Zelga

Rays Zelghe
Meadow Marga
Meadows Marghe

Difference in meaning

}835.

FON

W8aas
: Z&.;.I.i_é.;,
L.:;.s.\

LYY
I
Y
L33
X5
As0

Some words have difference in meaning according

to Rukakha and qushaya

Father Ava

Spiritual W Aba

Leprosy Garva

Leper - @arba

Hill Ramtha

‘High Ramta
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WWW .marggam.com

MARGGAM - Digital Library of Christianity in India

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



b 4

T 'Lesson IV
PREPOSITIONS BD O L

- .- The four letters Bt D O L arecalled Maplatha or

prepositions. ‘ )

 One or two of these letters prefixed to the nouns in the. »
Nominative use. G

1. Ifthe first letter of the word has already a vowel
thenthe preposition does not receive a vowel.

King Malka . ,"‘5"?
by the King Bmalka 3'53:‘9:'

2. If the first letter of the word does not have avowel
the preposition receives a Pthaha

-7 Book ‘Kthava : 1 1302
In the book Bakhthava +38a3

The meaning of the four prepositions are as follows.

“'In, with, by By i ! -

of D 3

- and 0 ' ‘ o

10 L S

Examples _ 5

' By the King Bmalka 2.555’:.:

Of the King Dmalka e #3503

And the King Umalka 2..?:55.:0

" to the King Lmalka : 2.5.33'9.5
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Nestorian Theology

~ In'conclusion, we can state that the Pauline -
ideas of self emptying, image of God, form of a
servant, historical Jesus etc. are found.in Nestorius,

though his main concern is to relate all these

Pauline ideas and phrases to formulate his theory
of Prosopic union,

!

The relevance of the Nestorian Christology
lies in its appreciation of the humanity of our
Lord. The emphasis on humanity. was a necessity
in the fifth century to counter the influence of
Apollinarianism. It is just as relevant today.
G. L, Prestidg& argues: :

Redemption requires a human response
and human appropriation, God: Himself
supplied a perfect human agent to lead
response and a perfect human instrument
to convey the means of appropriation.’

Cyril C. Richardson in his article ““A Preface
to Christology”, rightly remarks that only Nesto-
rians can answer the question “‘wherein lies the
reality of Jesus’ temptation? wherein is his
human freedom’'?*

The French Roman Catholic-theologian, Pere
J. Mahe, who made a fresh examination of the
writings of Theodore, was led to the conclusion
that the two Christologies of Am:och and
Alexandria, inspite of -notable dlfterence, were
alike perfectly Orthodox.

The followjng statement. from the New
Catholic Encyclopedia reflects the madern Catho-
lic assessment of the Christology of Nestorius;

Nestorius never spoke of ‘two sons’, nor
did he consider Christ as simply a man -
(purus homo) :  hence it was improper °
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on the.part of Eusebius of Doryleum to
accuse him of the Adoptionism of Paul
of Samosata, a theology that saw Christ
as a man through his sufferings and
virtues attained the dignity of a Son of
God (Bewahrungstheologue) t

Since the rediscovery of the Bazaar of
Heracleides of Nestorius in the end of the 19th
century. Historians such as A. Harnack, F. Loofs
J. F. Bethune Baker ‘and Duchesne - tried to
‘establish-a good name for Nestorius, as he is held
in the Church of the East. The Roman Catholic
-heologian A. Grillmeir has also recognised the
" importance of the theological position of Nesto-.
rius, although hé cannot totally appreciate the
Nestorian formulas.

The Angllcan Church is the only Christian
denommatlon ‘which made an official attempt to
‘examine the Orthodoxy of the Christology of the
Nestorians. Lambeth Conference of 1920 received
the report from the special committee appointed
by the 1908 Lambeth Conference for this purpose.
This committee was perfectly satisfied about the
doctrinal explanations given by the authorities of
the Nestorian Church which led to the recommend-
ation of occasional inter-communion between the
anglican  Church and the Nestorian Church.
About the controversml word @noma in the
Report reads:

One phrase has caused some perplexity,
- that-which asserts that there are in Christ

one Persopa (;ébgag) two Qnoma
and two natures. The word Qnoma is -

equivalent of "hypostasis* and 'if used in
the later sense of that word i.e., as
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 Voice of the East e

meaning ‘person’, it would imply real

Nestorianism., But research had .made

it plain that it is used in the earlier sense

of "hypostasis’, namely, substance, and

this makes the phrase, if redundant, at

least perfectly Orthcdox.* :

It has been generally understood that Nesto-

rianism was very much closer to Chalcedonian

understanding of Christ. Aloys Grillmeier, a

Roman Catholic, observes:  As his (Nestorius')

formulas and his joyful welcome to the Tome of

Leo show, he stood at the very gateway of
Chalcedon.’ i

In the light of the historical accident that took
place in A. D. 1665 when-a considerable number
of Syrian Christians of Kerala changed :from  the
East Syrian tradition which has been discussed in
chapter |, it is desirable to reconsider the traditi-—
onal understanding of ‘these two Christologies.
The differece between Cyril and Nestorius is
narrower than what the partisans of both have
attempted to show in the past. When we are.
stripped off the personal prejudices prevalent in
the past we are able to_discover the points
of contact. M. V. Anastos. A Greek Orthodox
writer. -gives us a new direction to explore further,
when he points out: ' ‘

?, ... the ‘Christology of Nestorius, if
.~ Orthodox, should be reconcilable, not
,  withstanding angry denials on both sides,
with Cyril’s...... The line which separates
them on thns.._. ...... is either very thin_or-
non-existent.'

This irenical note is visible whenV C. Samuel

a noted theologian of the Syrian Orthodox Church

www. TheCMSIndia.org
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___,_,_—...__P_—

ln India. assures that the West Syrian Church
“never mamtamed a posmon Whlch explains
away the, manhood of Jesus Christ.” ~ The same
writer also explams that the earthly life, passion
and death of Jesus Chnst are real The accusatlon
of the Nestorlans against the "quophysutes is
- that the Iatter s refusal to use the preposmon i
two natures refemng to Jesus Chnst is equnvalent.
to Saylng that it was a mixture of two natures that
: functloned in Christ after the lncamatlon thereby‘
losing the properties of both humamty and'
divinity. But V. C. Samuel writes. ’

He was, therefore, ‘from two natures’
not only at the time of His conception in
tKe womb, but also at every moment in.
His life. ~Neither of the natures was at*
any time lost or quiescent. Therefore,
although Christ ~ was not ‘in two
"natures’, the two natures were there in

Him always.’

V. C. Samuel's sympathetic observation
should lead both the friends and foes of the
_ Antiochene Christology to attempt to discover the
points of contact between the Christological
posmons of both Antioch and Alexandna

It is.clear, themfor.e. that the Antiochene
Christology deserves a more' objective
evaluation than has often  been  given. to.

it.' ‘Within their mtellectual milieu men |

like Theodore have tried to maintain a

posmon what, at Ieast from thelr point
of. 7 as not one of two sons.’
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News

Institute of Syriac Manuscript Studies

The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, lllinois
has newly inauguraited an institute for Syriac Manuscript
Studies. Dr. Arthur Voobus, the well known Syriac scholal
from Estonia who has done too much for Syriac studies, isin

charge of this institute. We wish all the best for this new
venture. w8 L

Dr. David Barsom Perley

We are sorry to hear about the sad demise on 14th July
1979 of the eminent:Assyrian Attorney David Barsom Perley
at the age of 78. He was a friend of the Voice of the East.
His loss is a great loss to al| Assyrians.

N. C. C. Executive

The executive of the N C. C. for the nextfour years is
elected. President Mrs, Gopal Ratnam, Madras. Vice Presidents
1. Bishop R. S. Ehandare, Nacpur. 2. Bishop S. K. Parmer,
Bombay. ‘

~Zeasurer Mr. J. Durai Raj, Delhi

Gen. Secretary : Rev. M. A. Z Roiston, Nagpur.
It has an executive of another 28 members from all over

India. -Dr. Mar Aprem represents the Church of the East in the
E xecutive.

Congratulations

A mesting wzs held at Mar Aprem Church, Nazallikunnu to
felicitate all recent graduates of the Church on 14 Oct. 1979"

25 Years ,

Voice of the East completed 25 years on 2 Oct. 1979

. Thanks to all who supported it.

From Reliet of Development
A book telling the complete history of the Church's Auxili-

ary for Social Actlon entitied From Relief of Development
written by Most Rev. Mar Aprem wasreleased at Y. M. C. A.
New Delhi on 15 Sept. Bishop Eric Mitchell presided over
the meeting
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