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Vol. 26 1979 July 15 { Book 7
."EDITORIAL

GOLDEN JUBILEE

July 1979 s the golden Ju‘bllee of four of our clergy
The senior most priest Rev. Francis Mannookaden is cele-
- brating the golden Jubilee of his elevation to his priest-
. hood. He was deacon for .nine years at the time of his
ordination to the priesthood. So now at 80, he has
completed 59 years of his service for the Church. He
served as parish priest, headmaster and manager of our
Chaldean Syrian School. As secretary to the late Metro-
politans he served the Church sincerely and actively for
59 long years.

Three other clergy Rev Francis Pullukaran, Deacon
A. T. Joseph and Deacon E. L. Varghese were ordainad as
deacons on 7 July 1929 along with the priest's ordination
of Rev. Mannukaden. As these clergy complete 50 years
of service for the Church we express our gratitude to God
Almighty, The first two mentioned wrote several articles
“In Voice of the East, mainly in Malayalam edition. The
third, Deacon A. T. Joseph, served as the editor, printer
and publisher of the Voice of the East, while he was the
" Manager of the Mar Narsai Press  Rev. Francis Pullukaren
some years ago published a series of articles to teach
Aramaic Malayalam medium. He translated some Aramaic

portlons into Malayalam and published in Voice of the
- East to propagate the faith of our forefathers preserved in

this ancient language. . :

“On thd occasion of the golden Jubilee we thank God
for their services, Our bestwishes and felicitations on‘thls
 occasion. ;

— Editor.
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‘Nestorian Theology !
IMAGE OF GOD

Paul writing to the Philippians, gives expfe-
ssion to'one of the most important thoughts of the
whole of the New Testament. He writes:

Who, though he was in the form of God,
did not count equallty with God anything
to be grasped, but emptled himself,
taking the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men.”

The Greek word used by Paul in Philippians
2: 6 is morphe which means form.. This word
“form"’ firmly establishes the connection between
Jesus and Adam. The syriac Bible known as the
Peshitta uses the word 1&95? (demutha) in the
place of morphe ‘Thus’, concludes Cullmann,
"morphe in Phil 2:6 is immediately related
‘to the concept eikon since the Semitic root
word Demuth or its synonym Selem can cor-:
respond to either of the two Greek words™* He
continues:

This means that v. 5 does not refer to
Jesus’ divine ‘nature’ but rather to the
image of God which he possesses from
the beginning. We find ourselves, then,
completely in a context relating to the .
'Heavenly Man who is the only one to

- fulfil the divine destiny of being the

image of God.'

The ‘form of God’ and the ‘form of a servant’
are two key phrases to which we should turn our
attention. Nestorius argues that this statement
supports his -point of view against Cyril of
Alexandria, i.e., the ‘prosopic union’ over against
the ‘hypostatic union’. As we shall deal with the
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Voice of the East : 3

concept Of ‘prosopic union’ later, let us now turn
our attention'to see how Nestorius made use of
the concept of the image of God: for the develop-

ment of his Christology. In the Bazaar of
Heracleides Nestorius writes:

He took the likeness of a servant: and the
likeness of the servant.was not.the ousis
of a man, but he who took it made it (his)
likeness and his prosopon. And he
became the likeness of man, but he be- °
came not the nature of man, although it
was the nature of a man which he took;
he who took it came to be in the likeness
of man, whilst he who took it and not
that which was taken was found in
schema as man: for that which was taken
was the ousis and nature of man, whereas
he who took was found in schema as
man without being the nature of man.!

In order to understand the meaning of Nest-
orius better we shall listen to the explanation found
in Bethune-Baker’s scholarly work which attracted
the attention of the English-speaking wotld to the

“teachings of Nestorius. Bethune Baker writes: *

" The Syriac word 2-59509 dmutha is the
natural equivalent for the two Greek
words homozosts(Gen.1. 26)and morphe
(Phil. 2:6, 7.). When therefore there is
reference’ to the passage in Gen. we
should understand that it translated the
former Greek word, when to Phil.. ii the
latter. Now all through this work Nesto-
rius appears to use morphe in a strongly
t,heologicayl sense which is practically
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4 Voice of the East

equuvalent to the sense he gives to phusis

(kyana, ‘nature’), hupostaszs (gnoma),

and ousia (ousia). - This is certainly so
whenever there is a reference to Phil, ii.

Logos became man. He took the form of a
servant. He was a sinless man, though the
possibility of sin was open to him, as he was a
perfect man. Being a sinless man, he was able to

restore the mankind to the image of God. Loofs
writes:

The main thing is that the Logos of a
servant brought into existence a sinless
man; hence the stress is laid on the moral
and religious development of Jesus.’

Nestorius says that the incarnation took place
through an intelligent and rational soul. The soul,
therefore, is the relation between Logos and man.
This-is a voluntary union. Here we find a union
of free will. _The relation becomes so close that
one cannot be separated from the other. Or, in
the terminology of Paul> Nestorius says that the
‘form of God’ shows itself in the ‘form of a
servant’ and the ‘form of a servant’ is acting in the
‘form of God’. Loofs concludes:

If thus justice is done to the idea of the
unity of the nature in one person, then
Nestorius too made it intelligible even
where he, dealing with the Logos on the
one side and the man on the other, tries

to understand the union as the result of
the incarnation.?

The word ‘Likeness’ is a crucial term in the
writings of Nestorius, He refers 10 the Creation
story in Genesis where God creatzd man in his
own image and likeness. He argues:
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Voice of the East ' 6

And it was congruous- With the dispen-
sation which is for out sake that both of
them should be taken’into the prosopon;
for, because God cieated the first man in
his own image and in his likeness and
the prosopa of God the Maker — of the
Father and the Son and of the Holy
Spirit — were not revealed to us, ‘so that
we might also know the Creator and
obtain ‘completely the teaching of the
Divine knowledge and receive in comple-
tehess a complete idea of the ‘image of
God, he has renewed all creation in
Christ and has made known and shown

"unto us what the maker fis............... 7
It must be stated, however, that ‘image of
God’ is not a very important doctrine to Nestorius.
His concern is Christological.. Here, he differs
from Irenaeus and the majority of the Church .
Fathers. In Bazaar of Heracleides, he never
discusses the 'image of God' in itself- His interest
is not man’s creation in the image of God, but the

image of God as it was found in Christ.

The image of God is both the perfect revela-

tion of God as well as perfection of the human
naturé. Or, in other -words, image of God, to
~ Nestorius, includes both the human and the divine

prosop.a. In his exegesis of the Philipian hyman
Nestorius equates the image of God with the

prosopon of union. When Nestorius used Genesis

1: 26-7 to explain Philippians chapter 2, the
resulting exegesis expounds prosopic union.
Rowan Greer states: :

Therefore the image of God is the perfect
expression of God to us men. The image
of God, understood in this sense, can be

~ thought _\of as the divine prosopon. God
dwells in Christ and perfectly reveals
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6 ‘ Voice of the East -

himself to men-through him. Yet the two
© prosopa are really one image of God. !

The same author rightly thinks that Nestorius’
use of the image of God solves “’in a fairly cohe-
rent way the fundamental problems of the

- Antiochene Christology’’. * No doubt, if adds to
the biblical foundation of the thought of Nestorius,
and brings him more in line with Paul.

Looking back to the Christological controversy
of the fifth century Dawe states that “'Cyril found
the kenotic idea helpful in his struggle against the
Antiochian Christology””.' Cyril was primarily
concerned with (for) the unity of divinity and
humanity in Christ. Cyril argued that the ‘word
became flesh’ meant ‘a limitation or kenosis of the
Divine subject rather than the exaltation of the
human’. * :

However, a careful examination of the Bazaar
of Heracleides leads us to the inevitable con-
clusion that the idea of kenctic Motif is not the
monopoly of the Alexandrian school or of Cyril
of Alexandria, as Donald Dawe would like us to
believe, but, on the contrary, it is a strong
weapon in the hands 'of Nestorius to refute the
Apollinarian’ tendencies of Cyril’s Christology.
Nestorius explains:

And he is both. God and man, and the
likeness of God in condescension and in
kenosis and in Schemo, (and the like-
ness of his flesh as man; and the man is
by exaltation what God is, through the
name which is above all names, Conse-
quently in the kenosis he humbled him-
self unto the death, even death npon
the cross, in that he made use of the
prosopon of him who died and was
crucified as his own prosopon, and in
his own prosopon he made use of the
things which appertained unto him who
died and was crucified and was exalted.’.
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: ?EACH‘YO’URSELT‘KRAM[C
Now |e; us do some exercises in numbers. ~ We know

Yod stands for 10 and we want to write upto 19. We know

the first nine letters are for the numbers upto nine. So we
have to put ten and one for eleven and so on.

11 L.
12 S
13 a
14 N :
15 Tl ‘
16 0
17 ' ] L
18 onen
19 Ser
We know that Kap stands for 20. Letus learn upto 29
' —; : a : :
.F ¥ T
23 2
24 25 ”
25 - oa
26 S ]
27 °
28 -

29 A3
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8 ~ Voice of the East

Let us learn some numbers after 100!

A gy
(|

111 b8
202 33
303 =
404 o

The last letter Taw stands for 400.
numbers upto a thousand.

444 30A
501 20A
511 b\
555 as oA
666 0.05M
777 92X
888 3N

999 o oA

When it is a thousand and above
nine letters with a line above.

1000 L

2000 B

3000 SN

1111 ¢l

2222 3233

Let us write sbme ,

we write

%

the first

L]
.

L]

&

Similarly to reduce the number of letters hundreds are |

written with a dot above the alphabet.
900

1979 Spdg
1980 a¢l

Al s B
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NEWS .
Julian Calendar 1980 |

' Mar Narsai Press is going to start the printing of the
Jullan' Calendar in August. Those who are-interested inan
Assyrian calendar with English dates can' request the Mar
Narsai Press soon as to the number of copies repuired. It
, Will be difficult to supply copies after it is printed.

CASA

Mar Aprem attended the executive committee of the
CASA (Church’s Auxiliary for Social Action) on 7th July
and its National Board maeting on 14th July at New Delhi.
He spent a few days of reading in between the meetings
at the Vidyajyoti College, New Delhi.

From Relief to Development

A book entitled From Relief to Development :
A Profile of CASA is being printed at New Delhi by
Jafee Books. The printing will be eompleted in August 79.
Mar Aprem is the author of tha book.

Subscription
Please renew subscriptions of Voice of the East.

Office bearers

Naw Office bearers have been elected for the Voice of
the East as well as Youth's Association. The new commi-
ttee is planning to celebrate the 25 years of the publication
of the Voice of the East in the month of September.

Technical Training Centre

Arrangements are in progress for the opening of the
Mar Timotheus Memorial Technical Training Centre in the
near future in Trichur. The profit from the sale of the
Souvenir published in connection with the Birth Centenary
will be used for the project. Those who are interested to
purchase this attractive Souvenir, kindly write to Rev. 0. A
Jacob B. A., St. Thomas Church, Market Basin Rd,
Ernakulam - 11.
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Thimothy | with Kaliph Mahdi in A.D. 781 at Bagdad,
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1. Messianic Teachings, Pages 109 $1 g
2. Church of the East, Pages 56 $1 El
3. Nestorian Missionary Enterprise, pages 362 $3 %
4. Liturgy of Addai & Mari, pages 217 %3
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