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Syro Malabar National Convention
Houston, TX
August 1 -4, 2019

Theme: Marthoma Margam
Verse: Isaiah 60: 1 "Arise, Shine out, Your Light has Come..."
Coordinators: Julia Adimathra, Daniel Chakkramakkil, Fr
Joseph Palackal, Kavitha Joseph

Good afternoon!

It's been a long 7 years since our last Diocesan Convention in Atlanta, GA in
2012, and we are so excited that in less than 2 months, we will be getting
together as one Diocese in Houston, TX to celebrate our heritage as St Thomas
Christians!

Some of you may be thinking: "Man, finally!" or "Oh, this again..", but most
definitely you're thinking "About time we're getting an email about this!". So
I'm here to say to you.... I'm sorry. lol

For this upcoming convention, the Convention committee has put an emphasis
on 'One Convention, One Family". As we look back to the past 10 years, our
Diocese have actively tried to engage and respond to the issues and concerns
of the 2nd generation and current youth and young adults of our Diocesan
community, however we continue to see consistent disengagement of this
population. One major set back mostly experienced diocese-wide is the
disregard and disinterest for English Holy Qurbana in our parishes/ missions.
We understand the importance of authentic participation in our liturgy from
ALL its members, so in response, we will be celebrating Holy Qurbana on Friday
AND Saturday (2 major days of Convention) fully in ENGLISH for all Convention
attendees.

Not only we will be having an English Qurbana these two days, but we ALSO
will be incorporating up to 4 Syriac songs in our liturgical celebrations. These
include: Sagdinan Mar (Entrance - Saturday);
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An international forum for interdisciplinary discussion, and dissemination of
knowledge, on the music, art and dance of about thirty million Christians in
India.

Support Our Ongoing Projects

e Marggam, Digital Library of Christianity in India.
¢ Aramaic Project - Reclaim Syriac to Reaffirm Identity.
e Encyclopaedia of Syriac Chants.
e Resources for Researchers.
¢ Directory of Christian Songs.
e Music Iconography.
e Christian Art.
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