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PREFACE

As an Assyrian, born and raised in my country Iraq, I witnessed many events that were
not only challenging for the Assyrian families but also were devastating. Growing up in Iraq
during the wars was not an easy time. Keeping our language alive was also not easy. Although
all Assyrian families spoke in Assyrian with their children at homes and gatherings, reading and
writing our language was not allowed in public or private schools. Therefore, our Assyrian
churches offered to teach the Assyrian language to preserve our language and culture. However,
not every church could offer to do so.

My parents insisted on taking my brother and me to our Ancient Church of the East in
Baghdad to learn how to read and write our Assyrian language properly. The classes were held
during the extremely hot summer of Baghdad, where the temperature usually is above 100°F,
knowing that the classes were held outdoor in the open area around the church! When I
remember those days, despite the hot dry weather, it was a precious time, and I can see how it
influenced and shaped my life later. If I did not get that initial learning, I would not have been
able today to read my language in ancient manuscripts and apply it to my field of study.

When I decided to write on the chants of the Church of the East, I aimed to provide the
textual and musical information, the genres, and styles of the chants in the context of their
liturgical, cultural, and historical background. Such as the Antiphons of the Martyrs, or the
Women’s choirs. Therefore, in this research, I provided some information on events that
occurred throughout the Church history, including the massacres and genocides that directly
affected the existence of the chants, language, ancient churches, and monasteries. These churches
and monasteries were the home of all the ancient manuscripts that contained the oldest Christian

history, liturgical books, and chants.
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