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Vﬂ {H“: “E EAﬂ

Vol. 18 l 1971 February Book 2.
Editorial
F‘ASTING

Our Lord Jesus Christ fam-d and prayed. 8o
we have an example to follow. We Chnauans fast
and pray - ; X

The fifty days before. Easter and twenty five
days before Christmas are - obserVed as days of fast
and prayer. : :

But the three days of the Rngatmn of the Nma- _

vites are ob-erved on Feb, 8 to 10 as Bavotha meaning
Requests. It is a com mem‘orahon of the repentence
of the people of Nineveh (the present Mosul) inthe day
of Prophet Jonah. Als0 inthe days of Mar Savreesho
Metropolitan of Beth Slokh the People prayed with
repentence and fasting.  So they were saved from the
1mpendmg calamny b it 5l £ g

Now We pray lhat God may hsfen to our prayera
and- o'rant our requests, fur Lba peace and progress of
our.Church. - . I P S

4 t - P Vg osk

Ed Ltor
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 JUDGMENT
0.8, No. ® of 1965

(Continuation)

16. Ext. D -4 reafers to certain imcome tax and
foreizn exchange nrrpzularltios commlttvd by-the 1s¢
defendant What these irrégularities: are hasi110%
been described éither in Bxt, D4 oF 10 the evidence'in

“ this suit. Similarly Ext: D4 refere to thie 18t defen-
© dant having fund<from’ enemies.’ The basis and pare-
ticulars of the chsrgo ‘has not heen given in Ext. D4
or in this suit.” Ext. D4 refers also to the presence of
the Police and Army in the Church premises in Tri-
chur. The presence of the Police is admitted, though
‘ot that of tha Army While the precence of the Po-
'lice or the Army in Church is highly obj-¢tionable
frnm the mral or sentimental point of view, .I do not
understand how lt is uncanonical and nf such serious-
nass as to deprive the 1st defendant of his position as
Metropnlitan, [f there are disturbances apprehended,
certamly the 1st dvfetdant is 'within his powers in
securing the assistarice ofthe authorities to safe-
guard paace, That cannot be the basis of charge aga-
inst him. The learned cmms»l for the plaintiffs has
alvo argued that the’ lnqlstﬂnco of the 1st défendsut to
be adJude by a ‘Synndxcsﬂ C‘ouncll i3 untanable and
contrary m the aath’ takon by ’hlm and alse Contrary
to canons,” Whatever it bé,” it is seen fromi the sn-
8D ‘usion order jtgelf that the Patriarch has conceeded
that the Ist defendant could’stand his trial b-fore a
Synodical Councili’ That being 80, this ‘cannot -be
made aa attack againet the lut defoudam at all.
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17. Ext D4 also refers to various acts of msubor-
dination committ. d by the Lst defendant. We do not
know and we are ;mt ina Position to test the serious
ness or the truth of thege alleged acts and ~uch undls-
closed charges cannot be the basis for any action.

1€, The last and What'; appﬂn-n ‘to me. to be the mo-
ot important. charge.against the st defm.dant 18, that
he refused o obey.the summons of the Patriar ch to'2o
:over.to the Patriarchal. See inU 8. A. [tis commd-
ed bufure me that the Patrmrcn ‘has no right to su-
mmon the -Metropolitan - Any way, the pr«senf su-
mmons is purposeless, in se much as, it was only to
discuss certain unspecifi. d.charges and hearing the
explanations from the lst. defendant which he could
very well do in writing, and that the st defendant has
not refu<ed to obey the summons, but he was only pre-
vented for sufficient reasons communicated in wri-
ting to the Patriarch, from going to U, 8. A So far
“as the power of the Patriarch concerned. my attention
has been drawn to several portions of canon law, whi-
.ch seen in Exts P7, P.8, P.9 (a D25 (b)and D24 (a) in
.their chronological order. The correctness of the
translations of these canons has been accepted at the
-Bar though challenged at the staze of evidence. Ext.
P.. 7 is from the Synod of Mar Dadhisu The Catholi-
.€08 (424 A. D). which states that no complaints can be
brought against a Patriarch and that if there are any
-such complaints, they should be roserw d to the ju dg-
-ment of Christ. It is alao statod that no man has ri-
ght tocall a Councll against the Patriarch and that
Patriarch will be the Judge of all those under him
and hisown judgment will be rqeerved to Christ. The
-foHowing extracts are also relevant ;—

i SRS
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TS Prom this day hence whom@opver fs" Iower (in
tank) thaa the Catholicos m his dlsf‘lp'f’ and is ”"'b'
jact and obhgated unto him, ‘and €8N’ be ]udgvd by t lg
Cathollcos.and his, decision muwf glad 'y ‘be carrie
out...."” Andas the Bi-hops rose fo their “feot they
moreover stated: These.things we have decided - upon
through your approval Oh, Our Father, and that should
any one whether in our time of in future dare“ break
one of LhPse rules, he must be thrown OUL sy ov “ese s
Neither we por those who come after us have no au- :
thority to loosen or to abrogate those rules whlch we
have decid-d upon and confirmed in the name of the
Holy Trinity and on wlnch we lay our sxgnaturvs ip
this record.” |
Ext P-7 algo, refers to Chapter 8 Paragravh 9 of the
Synod which reads thus: B

“*\Whataoever is summoned hy the Patriarch must
come without delay, but if there be a8 very important
reason which prevents him from doing 8o, then he
should state his reason in writing and under his owp
signature. He who ref\uses to appear ir subject to the
Synodical rules, till he comes.and answers for hnmself
and confesses his fault bafore» the Patriarch.”

Thus Ext P-7 shows that the Patriarch has the nghi
to summon anyone below him and on such summons
the person summoned is underan obligation to g0 over
unlegs there is & very. important reason which pre-
vents him from doing so. Failure to obey summons
makes him subject to. Svnodlcal Rules. It iy ‘also clear
that the Patriarch as the l’reﬂxdent of the Synod and
the head of the See has, got 1he. right to sUmmon any
one under him and fallure to. obey his summnn will
result in automatic excommuulcutxon of the Synodl-
cal Council. I
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19" Ext. P8 which“is foutid ir'page 2 of Ext. P-24
8" a Svnod of MarE hmwow the Catholicos Patri-
arch (385 A. D)whnch rans thys:

“*And wedecree that any Matropnhtan, Bi~hop,
Pl‘mqt or.lavman that may . belittle, reject refuse to
obey anything whrch has been decided vpon or co;
mm nded according to the will of Christ by the Pa-
triarch, such a person we all excommunicate, and by
the word of Christ we decree him ont from his office
until.he is cntrite and repentant from his guilt and
- subjects himself to the supreme head of the Church ..

..The Patriarch shou!d al-osuspend a Bisl op
'or Mﬂfropol itan who is needful of correction in conjun-
ction with a Bishop, but when-it is absolutely neces-ary
for the administration and the peace of the Church,
he (the Patriarch) is endowed with authority to sU-
apend any Metropolitan or Bishop™.
Thus< Ext. P-8 makes it clear that the Lommand nf
the Patriarch is liable 10 be obeyed and if noy obeyod :
suoh persons should be ~u~pended in conjunction with
a Bishop in and extra-ordinary circumstauces, by the
Patriarch himself.

20; Ext- P-9 refers to several canons of which
we are concerned with a few Canon ) of the Syuod of
Mar Aba; Ist, reads-thus:

“When the Patriarch reeks the Metropnhtans ard
Bishops or when the Metrc politan sends for Bishops or
when the Bishopasend for those in the ministry under
him, they obey quickly ard unheanaungly ‘They
have no right to disobey their words " '
P 25 Canon 39 of the same Synod reads thus:

“Whenever a deacon is.punished by a8 priest or a
priest punished by a Vicar ora Vicar punished hy
"a Bishop or & bi~hop punish¢d bya Metropolitan or a
Met.ropulltan by the Patrigrch, even though it may be
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said by the ome punished that he is “"d’"'.';',.",:_'!
punished, let him remain strictly (carefully) under
aisciplinary action. He who is_undP." dl_‘clp*l""""y
Mmea~ures shall remain bonnd and pray justice of the
one who bound him, 1n thexeneral a%“mb.l)' 'f‘l'd afrer
the trial in tha assembly, let him take their judgment
a- final and as justice conmands.” . -
Similar effect ix canon No. 23 of tha Synad of Mar
Jo-eph the Catholicos Canon 13 of the Synod of Mar
Ex«ki~l Catholicos {AD. 576) reads thus:=" gl

“Those things which are framed and set b}_r the
Patriarch neither the Metropolitans nor the Bishors
have permission te break or nuilify any one of thvm..
because it is heavenly order and all are members under
the head luok ing towards him."”’ <
Canon 15 of the same Synod reads Thus:-

“When there are necessities and the Patriarch
writes to those who p'eases, they =hall come q.uwlgly
and unhesitatingiy. But it some known and esueml'al
matters happen they shall inform explicitly in writ:
ing about she same.  |f there be some who do not send
letters out of iudolence, they shall bgu liable to
julgment and puni-hment from the synod |
At paze6of Ext D 24isa Synod marked Ext. 'D?4
(») which is Cunon V11 of the Synod of Mur Yuusl_p
- which reads thus:- /

“Whatever the Metropolitan or Patriarch does,
must be done through the general council of the
Bishops. Because the more Bishops there are in the
council, the better will it be confirmed and purified
and trusted .. .. But if the subject is so urgent and
neceesary that delay till the Bishops assemble could
not be brooked and 1f the subjeet” is mast important
‘and neces-ary which does not allow delay and if the
waiting for the arrival of the “Bishops will caues
destruction, becguse of the emergency of the case
nothing should be dope. without.a council of three
Bishops may be ccusidered as a General Council
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[T n

according to the saying of our Lord Jesus Christ who
had #aid "'[f two or three gather in my name, there 1n
their midst will | be’’.  If any dare to do otherwise
he is guilty unto the judgment whicih will be pronou-
nced against him by the General Council™.

Unfortunately the year of this Synod is not seen 1o
Ext D24(a).  These various canons have been inter-
preted in several ways by various partieé in tire case,
The guestion whether the Patriarch has & right to
summon has to be judg. d in the light of these cancns.
Nor.e of the canons extracted show p
cannot summon a-Metropolitan. On the other !\m P
they muke it cliar that the Patriarch 834 Patriarch
and as the head of the Synod and also a8 heafi of the
See, has got the right to summon-a Metropolitan.
position is made clear from Exts. P7 and P9 The
‘argument that the purpose of the summons muast
be examined to test the validity of the rummong al=0
cannot rtand in view of the canons extracted above,
The right of the Batriarch, recogni<ed in the cancns,
to summon a Metgopolitan appears 1o be uncandmo.nal
and untrammelled by ‘any limitation. A reading
- of the canons does not show that a summon. must be
accompanied by a naration of the purpose of the
summons, That being 8o, it is not open for the
‘Matropolitan to question the purpose alleged. However,
it is clear from the above canons also that if theie are
reasonahle grounds which prevent the Metropolitan
from obeying the summons, the Metropolitan cannot
be subject to disciplinary action. The quertion for
consideration is whether there were any reasonable
grovadé which prevented the Ist defendant from cbey-
‘ing the summons coptained in Ext, P-4,

(to be continued)
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LETTER FROM MOSUL

His Grace Mar Thoma Giwargis Metropolitan
of Moxsul writes an follows ;= o

[ should like to inform you that we are up to
this momem m good health -

Regardmg our rehglous duties we are free to
achieve our sermons whepever we like and we have &
strong  unchangeable belief in our people here: Here
are in brief some of our activities and news crncern”
ing the Church.

1- On 22nd of March 19"0 ] ha% urdamed PETROS
AZZ0 dencon, He is from Leban and is apnmntpd to
a Church in America with R:. Rev. SADOOK.

2- I have paid a relizious vigit to the north of TRAQ
there [ ordained three deacons on t.}m st of Nowv 1970

A. Deacon BACUS THOMA

B. D-acon YOUKHANA YOUNAV

C- Daacon SHMOEL YOUNATHEM

3. We managed successfully to buy & Pstriarch-
palace in Baghdad. . .

4- 1 have put a plan to build 5 Churches in the north
of IR \Q and shey have in fact started with them..

5-- We have rented a Mstropolitan palace in Mosul.

6-- We are permitted to establisk a Club by the name
of Assyrian Youth Olympic Club in Mosul, Actually
all the members are from the Eastern Ancient Church

B3>
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NEWS.

GOLDEN JUBILEE

The St. Thomas Church, Pattikad celebrateﬁi its
Golden Jubilee in a grand manner. Six Metropollf:ans
and Bishops representing various religious denomina-
tions spoke on the occasion.

PARISH FESTIVALS & EVANGELISTIC
| CAMPAIGN

Mar Yohannan Mamdana church celebrated its
Festival from 21 to 24th Jan. During the festival
Rev. Kenny Joseph the celebrated evangelist and Pre-
sident of REAP organisation of Japan conducted
sermons. At the end films depicting life of christ
and St. Paul were shown-—Mar Aprem Church also
conducted its festival on 13th and 14th of this moath.
Kathakalashebam was also conducted them.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Rev. M. P. Lazar in elected as the new secretary
of Mar Aprem Sunday Schooland Deacon T. V. Thomas
as his assistant. r

CLERGY CONFERENCE

This years’ clergy conference was conducted on
26th January at Mar Esthapanose Sahda Church,
Nellangara.

SUSPENSION CASE

A ‘“stay’” was granted by the High Court of
Kerala on the Judgement in the Trichur Additional
District Court regarding the so-called suspension of
late Mar Thoma Darmao.

SUBSCRIPTION TO VOICE OF THE EAST
A well-wisher (five copies airmail) 1970. $25
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Evangelist Rev: Kinny J(,seph with
Mar Apram and clerge pesple in
Irichur. -~

F . ud . -

E‘d.ife'd~by Dn. T. R Jos Printed and Publishéd by
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